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CONTACT

From the headteacher
Dear Parents and Carers

The reputation in its community of any school rests over a period of time upon a number of fundamental
factors:

Examination Results year on year
The quality of the teaching and support staff
The quality of provision both curricular and extra-curricular

The conduct and attitude of the pupils in the school and in the wider community

When a school is inspected the examination results are viewed as a product of the other three factors. At
Toot Hill School over the past seven years we have improved the quality of our results. This is important
because it provides parents and carers with the confidence that their child will be successful and happy. |
know that in terms of staff skills and abilities there is no school in Nottinghamshire that is better served. Itis
for this reason, more than any other, that | consider the future of Toot Hill School to be very secure. The
school governors and the leadership team do not take our good reputation for granted and we know we
have the capacity to make further improvements to enhance the quality of the service we provide. Over the
coming weeks and months we shall be critically evaluating our organisation to see what further
developments are needed. The forthcoming examination results will be an important marker in terms of
informing this agenda.

We are delighted to be receiving many more enquiries from parents who live outside our natural
‘catchment’ area. This is a strong indicator of the reputation of the school in the wider community. We
always welcome such enquiries: equally we will always value and support the pupils and families in our local
primary schools. The key message is that it is important to ensure success for all who learn at Toot Hill
School.

Yours sincerely
John Tomasevic
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‘INSET’ DAYS AND OTHER NON-TEACHING DAYS, AND THEIR ALLOCATION IN THE ACADEMIC
YEAR

Statutory Non-Teaching Day is the legal term for each of the 5 days in the school year when teachers are paid
but school may be closed to facilitate training or to be set against training undertaken at other times. ‘INSET’
means In-Service Training and can be conducted during the school day or afterwards, as the school
management deems fit. Toot Hill School does not have any direct input to or responsibility for managing the
basic school working calendar. That task is undertaken by a working group under the aegis of the Local
Authority.

This having been stated, Toot Hill does of course control the placement of its INSET days and these are
deployed to gain maximum training and educational benefit. We focus all of our training in the Autumn
Term so as to maximise the resulting impact on the students for that school year. We avoid the Spring and
early Summer terms because of potential clashes with examinations and their preparation. Training at the
end of the academic year would be of limited impact because the staff then leave at the end of that term,
and ‘released time’ from examination classes gives planning and review opportunities for teachers.

Toot Hill teaching staff will return to school one before their legal obligations begin in the Autumn Term
2008. They will give up one day of their summer holidays to access training and to refresh their skills, so as
to provide our pupils with the best possible education right from the outset of the academic year.

One of the Statutory non-teaching days at the end of the year is allocated against this early return. In my
professional opinion the autumn term is very long and during the dark days at the end energy levels of both
teachers and pupils are low. For this reason | consider that a longer break than that provided by the LA
calendar is of benefit in terms of both teaching and learning.

The remainder of the statutory non-teaching days at the end of the year are set against ‘INSET’ that is
undertaken after school. These sessions are structured by our Assistant Headteacher in charge of Staff
Development and take place weekly throughout the school year.

The school has one extra INSET day this year. It has been granted to Toot Hill School following our
application to the DCSF Innovations Unit and is in recognition of the need for continual review and
monitoring of our re-structured curriculum and timetable. The INSET training will take place after school
during what are known as ‘twilight’ sessions.

Therefore the School-determined Statutory Non-teaching days for the Academic Year 2008-9, as agreed by
the governing body, are as follows:

Monday 15" December
Tuesday 16™ December
Wednesday 17" December
Thursday 18" December
Friday 19" December

Cont..
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Several schools in the County conduct Student Review Days in a similar framework to ours and the practice is
generally held to be highly effective for improving the conversation about learning. The DCSF has recently
stressed the importance of schools and parents working together and establishing good communication links
in the best interests of the child.

The Student Review Days for the Academic Year 2008-9 will take place on:

Thursday 18" September 2008
Tuesday 3™ March 2009

Learning Support Department Monthly Review Meetings

Does your son or daughter have special educational needs or are you concerned about the possibility that
they may have some difficulties with learning?

The Learning Support Department hold informal monthly meetings for parents or carers to come and discuss
any concerns they may have, the support arrangements for their son or daughter or to share information.
These meetings are usually held on the last Tuesday of every month in the Learning Support Department.

Please ring the school office to make an appointment with Mrs Nelson, the Inclusion Co-ordinator.

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 24" June.

Master of Murder ==
Author - Pike, Christopher _—
é
Review Written By Elliott Nugent (7.7) B —
S —

The Master of Murder is a horror book and the main characters are Marvin and Sh¢

It’s about a boy who has a crush on a girl called Shelly but Shelly’s boyfriend has just uicu ainu siic was 1ud
ready for another relationship. Marvin is the boy who had a crush on her and he is a really good writer.

Later on Marvin and Shelly start to go out and at school Marvin is writing about a couple who go out on a
date and the boy kills the girl and it comes true.

| think that it is a really good book and you can’t wait to find out what happens next.

It has a really good opening and ending so | think that Christopher Pike is a really good author and that you
should read it.

| WOULD GIVE IT ATEN OUT OF TEN
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to help Veat cancer

A Toot Hill pupil who lost her mother to cancer several years ago, has organised a fantastic
fundraising opportunity at Toot Hill School. Fiona Shaw in Year 9 was keen to encourage other
Toot Hill pupils to take part in one of the formal Cancer Research UK ‘Race for Life’ events, in
which participants are sponsored to walk, jog or run 5000 metres. However, many pupils
mentioned that they would struggle to travel to the events.

In response to this, enterprising Fiona has worked in conjunction with the P.E department to
organise Toot Hill’s very own ‘Race or Life’ event . The event which will take place within P.E

lessons on 26th June is open to all year 9 pupils who are required to raise a minimum of £5

sponsorship money, all of which will be donated to Cancer Research UK.

We hope that you will support any pupils taking part either by helping them train, or
sponsoring them in time for the big day!

Stay posted for pictures of the event!
Miss Gray

Do YOU OR YOUR FRIENDS HAVE A TALENT?
Beat boxing, dancing, comedy, circus skills or singing,
to name but a few!

We are looking for the best of Toot Hill’s Talent in each Year group
who will then represent their Year Group in the Final .

If you think that you have ‘what it takes’ then Please get an Entry form from your Head of
Year and return it to the Box in reception by Friday 7th June

01949 875550 www.toothill.notts.sch.uk
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to help veat cancer

Wal k, jJjog or run 5000 meter/s (1

Thurs 26th June in your P.E lesson.

Every person who raises a minimum of £5 sponsorship money
qualifies for a non uniform day on Fri 27th June

See Miss Gray or Fiona Shaw (9.1) for an Entry Form

And earn a non unitorm ﬂ/ﬂg /
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Family Art Day

During the holiday we ran
a very successful Family Art
Day, youngsters, mums and

Toot Hill

your

grandparents had a lovely time
working together to create a giant
board game. The day was run by
artist Rachel Scanlon who worked
with the children helping them
develop their ideas, working with

paint, cutting, sticking, and working
in 3D with felt, jewels, pipe cleaners

and googly eyes. They designed
their own game created with their
own pieces including ‘getting stuck
in custard” and ‘spiders webs’. At
the end of the day they all had a
great time playing on it!

The next Family Art Day based on
the theme of Folk Art and Fairy
Tales will be held in conjunction
with the Academy Summer School
on Tuesday 22nd July, so come
along and be creative!

Welcome to Michelle

We are delighted to welcome
Michelle McKenzie to the Academy
team. Michelle joined us on 2nd
June as the Adult Co-ordinator, and
is currently working on launching
the new Adult programme due to
start in September. If you have any
suggestions for courses you would
be interested in joining, please get
in touch

01949 875550 www.toothill.notts.sch.uk

t: 01949 863044 - f: 01949 875551

Bingham Fair - 14th June
10am - 3pm

Come and see us in the Buttercross
at Bingham Fair and see Miss
Hopkins launch “Tooty the
Squirrel”. There will be face
painting, dancing with extracts from
Grease, disco with Tooty and much
more. Hope to see you there!
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Business Skills Academy

We are very excited to have
launched our first Business Skills
course on Thursday 5th June

for small and medium sized
businesses entitled “Introduction to
Marketing”. This is taking place over
7 weeks on Thursday evenings. If
anyone has members of their family
who are interested in this or other
business courses, please contact
Fiona in the Academy office.

New Academy Website

Launched

We are delighted to announce

the launch of our new Academy
website, now with even more
information about the courses on
offer and events at the Academy.
Booking forms for evening classes
and summer school are now
available to download, and we have
a new email reservation system

to ensure you don’t miss out on a
place. Check it out at:
http://academy.toothill.notts.sch.uk
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Summer School

We have launched the Summer
School, and brochures are available
from the Academy office. Places
are limited and will be allocated

on a first come, first served

basis, so book early to avoid
disappointment.

2 day workshops on 22nd-23rd July
Digital Art with Dave Legg

Painting on Canvas with Carol Dunn

Critical Thinking with Lynn
Cullingworth

Master Chef with Jill
Graffiti Art with Nathan Bainbridge
Jewellery Making with Sam Poyser

Thursday 24th- Friday 25th July
Film Academy with Nic Harvey

Fashion Academy with Alison
Morgan

Belly Dancing with Malika
5 Pl

Street Dancing with Leo
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Drama News — June 2008

The focus of the Drama Department has changed now, after a hectic half term of exam performances.
A-level exams for both Year 12 and 13 are the focus for the post 16 groups. Written papers on their own
performance work, responses to live productions and ideas for creating their own production of a set play
form the basis for these examinations.

With the Year 12s returning to start Year 13 straight after the written exam, their focus will turn to the
devising aspect of the course. Here they will start to work towards creating their own performance based on
a given starting point. This will continue into the start of next academic year, where they will perform their
completed work.

The department, in connection with the Senior Academy, is also now in full swing with the school musical,
W D NJE With 8v& 200 students showing their interest in performing and back stage, it is going to be a
major event for the school!

Over the next few weeks the company and cast will really begin to take shape. The first few songs have been
taught and auditions for the main roles are underway, with over 75 students vying for parts. With a multi
skilled cast, the process is going to be incredibly difficult, with the acting auditions taking place on
Wednesday, 4 June and the singing auditions on Wednesday, 11 June. These will help us to make what are
going to be very tough casting choices. More news on that in the next issue... But if you would like to get a
taste of what to expect, then the company will be performing a selection of songs from the show at the
Bingham Fair on Saturday, 14 June.

Mr N Stimson
Head of Drama

Toot Hill Sport, Striving for Excellence.

pupils will be completing an on line survey during school time. This survey wil | ()
year’s annual PESSCL survey. All pupils will be asked to answer basic question
play sport inside and outside of school.

department for
children, schools and families

REWARDING
COMMITMENT

Mr P Clark.

Year 7 assessments start on Thursday 12th June and last till Monday 16" June

Year 8 assessments start Monday 16™ June and last till Thursday 19" June

01949 875550 www.toothill.notts.sch.uk
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A Poem To Be Proud Of By Ben Mason.....Cruising For A Bruising.....

Cruising down the highway at eighty miles an hour,
Eating fizzy chewits; bloody apple sour,

Tyres were burning, rubber left on the road,
The girl in my rear-view, was a right minging toad,

Floored my new Ferrari, the power going to my head,
Glanced in the mirror, I’d left the toad for dead.

Pulling up beside me came an Aston Martin, giving it loads of revs,
| dropped into fourth, my engine screaming: no more to be said!!

Waiting at the lights, the Mr Martin popped up once again,
He must have been brave, cos | beat him to the floor and he never spoke again.

They locked me up for life and they’ll never let me out,
I’m in here with all the thugs — no one can hear me shout.

Once a millionaire, now a thug, all of us in here are now classed as second class citizens. The food is rank,
just like this poem.

I know what I’'ve done to deserve this, | wish | had never done it,

I just want my life back, but | know I’ll never have it.

Praying to God is all | do as jail is very boring, planning an escape — don’t think it will work -
But even if | get past the gate — it will drive the guard’s berserk!!!

01949 875550 www.toothill.notts.sch.uk
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The/Weather
Loftery

Hopefully over the last few weeks, you will have received a letter and an application form for our new
fund raising venture
“THE WEATHER LOTTERY”

The is an exciting fund raising idea for us all, as not only does it give you the chance to win £10,000 every
weekday for the very small price of just £1.00 per week, but it also enables Friends of Toot Hill School to
raise the vital extra funds needed to help support our children in their education and their school.

If you would like to support us in this fund raising scheme and I really hope you will, please complete the
application form you have been sent or you can even join on-line at
www.theweatherlottery.com

If you have any questions please leave a message for Kirsten Lenton at school and | will return your call
as soon as | can.

Toot Hill Reprographics Dept.
for all your printing needs
why not ring us on
01949 863012
and speak to Marion or Lesley for a competitive

quote

01949 875550 www.toothill.notts.sch.uk
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Wednesdays

w/b Monday
Tuesday/Wednesday
Saturday

Thursday

Friday
Thursday
Monday
Monday

Wednesday

Throughout term-time
16th June

17th and 18th June
21st June

26th June

27th June
3rd July
14th July
21st July

3rd September

Toot Hill Academy and Adult Academy
Years 7 and 8 Assessment Week

Year 9 Beth Shalom Visit

Year 11 Prom

Year 11 Clearance Day
Toot Hill College Induction Day
‘Some Enchanted Evening’ Music & Drama

College Ball
Sports Day
Activities Week

National Year of Reading: Toot Hill School Reading Day
Term Ends

Autumn Term 2008 begins
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